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FERRE'S CHRISTOLOGY: 
Thorwald Bender 


January 13, 1957 Dr. Nels Ferre addressed the Chicago 
Sunday Evening Club the subject: True The chairman 
the meeting introduced the speaker one the contemporary creative 
theologians who communicates his ideas intelligibly ordinary people. 
While may grant the first characterization may hesitate assent 
the second. The average man may find difficult appreciate the 
distinction between God substance (Self-sufficient Being) and God 
person, (or Self-sufficient Love); let alone understand the Christologi- 
cal implications either. Nevertheless, appreciate any scholar's 
courage share his creative work with the masses the full awareness 
the dangers misunderstanding. is, fact, one Dr. 
specific aims tomake Main Street believers. 


Dr. Ferre presently work systematic Christology. 
graciously sent the writer this paper bibliography specific chapters 
and articles which has dealt with various aspects Christology 
date. These writings cover space about fifteen years, from 1940 
1955. Perhaps the most significant among these paper ‘‘The 
Humanity prepared for the American Section the Theological 
Commission Christ and the Church, meeting August, 1955, under the 
Commission Faith and Order the World Council Churches. While 
this last mentioned paper presents fuller and more detailed spelling out 
suggested solutions Christological problems, feel that all the 
writings the fifteen year span carry consistent emphasis. summary 


statement this emphasis appears be, this writer least: ‘‘Christ 
you the hope 


This central theme provides functional and ethical urgency 
well evangel. Christology presented intends become witness 
Christ for the salvation men. Ferre writes existentially com- 
mitted believer the Incarnation and God's redemptive agape. While this 
theologian frequently discounts the witness Jesus the part the 
Gospel writers because the latter's piety, one cannot help but im- 
pressed the warm and obvious piety the scholar under discussion. 


Before proceeding bill particulars Christological thought 
offered Ferre, seems proper indicate some other presuppositions 
that openly confesses inherent his theological 


theology,’’ says Ferre, precede Christian philoso- 
Christian theology see Jesus Christ holy, unchangeable, 
eternal love. Herein rests ‘‘our central principle interpretation, 


Christian Faith, 90. 


There.are absolutes for Christian theology. ‘‘The full Christian truth 
thatin Jesus the absolute truth has been seen. Godis seenin 
historical 


Neither religious fanaticism (American fundamentalism), nor 
liberalism provides adequate answer Christological problems. The 
first depends adequate supernaturalism and literalistic 
while the latter the one hand fails provide 
the Social Gospel,5 and the other hand has put its trust 
rather than Barthianism, too, must rejected since 
fails Christian the highest sense, although may prophetic. 
the determinism Barthianism the love God fails match the best 
love know our human 


according Ferre, ‘‘is threatened both those who 
stress what God the expense that and those who insist 
that and yet refuse define what Christianity pos- 


Obviously the twentieth century theologians cannot accept final the 
creedal foundations the Early Church and its various ecumenical 
councils. Our problem differentiate between the precious gift and 
the wrapping, ‘‘the form and the content, the letter and the 
make the wrapping more valuable than the gift inappropraite 
despise the gift because the relatively worthless wrapping. The 
same principle and problem concerns our use the Bible. Ferre sug- 
gests that the issue were forced, ‘‘we should rather keep the wrapping 
with the gift than lose the gift and that ‘‘there more 
danger Christianity from superficial liberalism than from 
undiscriminating 


With the weapons history and reason are enabled dispose 
biblical literalism and inadequate are confronted 
the problem how evangelical and yet liberal. combining liber- 
alism and evangelicalism must combine theologically the absolutes 
Christian faith with the relativities the human reason must 
both religiously evangelical and intellectually The objective, 
Letter The Christian this theologian states: believe 
evangelical supernaturalism intellectual integrity and social 


Such are some the presuppositions that Ferre carries into his 
Christological quest. The dynamic for the task comes from the keen 
awareness that Christian truth must set free from any and all admix- 
tures human tradition matter how pious. The following quotations 
from The Sun and the Umbrella voices this concern: 


93. 

Christian Fellowship, 122. 
5Ibid. 

8The Christian Faith, 83. 
84. 
95. 


127. 

28, 1955. 


Unfortunately, the face God has been hid under 
Christian Umbrellas. The power the Sun seldom falls 
directly the worshippers. The healing rays the Sun 
are deflected, thrown back and absorbed the Umbrellas 
under which the Gospel God Love proclaimed. 
Even Christian theology can effective Umbrella 
against the full light the Sun. Much the formulation 
the Christian faith made out closely woven fabric 
under which alone the early disciples dared leave the 
House Legality. Can now sift, some way, what 
Light from what Umbrella? The task has 


What, then, does Ferre present Christological Light? Let 
consider first the Pre-existence Christ, and secondly the Incarnation. 


The Pre-existence Christ 


futile speak Incarnation without accepting the burden 
spelling out Who What enters humanity. asserted that God the 
Father personality has become incarnate the Son must 
forego our insistence monotheism. 


The early creeds did not come grips with this problem because God 
was defined substance. All that was claimed disputed these 
creeds was the question identity likeness substance (homoosia) 
Even the use the term did not alter this 
situation since too, was defined terms substance, 


have abandoned the substance category God and personality. 
Now must assert that personality, even understood our contem- 
porary concepts selfhood, cannot regarded the ultimate category 
Being. The ultimate reality Spirit.16 


view this how can answer the question: ‘‘Was Jesus 
pre-existent personality pre-existent aspect God? the ultimate 
category being personality, and Jesus was personality other than 
God the Father, however much unity will there may have been, 
not have Christian 


Ferre suggests that must proceed the basis monotheism and 
disciplined that acceptance explain the pre-existence Christ. The 
solution, then, lies not making personality the whole inclusive cate- 


gory for God. God personality form, even agape 
content, 


point the difference between form and content Ferre reminds 
that while God love, love not God. Actually, form and content, 
personality and agape, cannot separated God; but they can 
creation. creation are children God, created his form (image), 
and was Jesus part this creation. quote Ferre: 


form all share divinity nature. But Jesus 
differs the content nature. Jesus God's agape 


cit., 25. 

Christian Faith, 97. 

100 


which His very nature visited man matchless fullness. 
Jesus God's first full revelation what really and 


establish the pre-existence the Son, terms God's 
agape. words: 


was this agape which pre-existed from all eternity. 
This was, indeed, not God very 
Now must this agape thought have existed 
impersonal form. never impersonal, was 
the beginning with God, and was God, and without Him was 
not anything made that was 


the basis the foregoing follows that Jesus not have 
eternal Personality which walking earth. God 
Father, but God Son was Jesus. Not all God, when this refers 
the totality God's being, but the very substance God, when this refers 
the God's nature. What God innermost see truly 


The Incarnation 


Under this heading shall consider views the Virgin 
Birth, the Deity and the Humanity Jesus, the Relation the Two 
Natures, and relation sin. 


The Virgin Birth. The claims the Virgin Birth the vehicle 
for the Incarnation confront every theologian: denied; spiritu- 
alized; Ferre accuses Modernism have been too 
quick and even taking the first option. Fundamentalists 
are taken task for choosing the last option and making the literal ac- 
ceptance shibboleth Christian Ferre observes 
that: 


the fuller understanding the Gospel before actual 
issue like this neglect, being dismissed 
into the limbo the irrelevant unessential, but 
honest and earnest investigation its truth.23 


must transcend the dilemma into which have come the 
discussions the last one hundred years between ineffec- 
tiveness and and ‘‘modernistic starvation privation ringing 
Christian There must found way out either be- 
finding precious gift within the the Virgin Birth accounts 
the Gospels. The wrapping not essential, but truth which caused 
the biological doctrine 


101. 
101 
103. 
103 
103 
106. 


Even so, behooves realize that are all human beings with 
historical and generally literalistic Ferre charges liberalism 


with forgetting this basic fact and permitting truth become ‘‘too 
quote: 


Better, far better, humble belief though crude, the 
simplicitas fidei, than modern skepticism and sophistica- 
tion which cover for the need burning faith. 
well remember that religion its nature histori- 
cal, and work toward more adequate understanding 
the deeper meaning the historical doctrine rather than 
loose the hounds atheism and Christianity 
must understood from within its own nature and 
terms its own doctrine most highly effective and 
most pearly true. the reason that many liberals 
live spiritual capital. They live all too often 
the spiritual intensity their conservative background 
our aim definitely away with what insuffi- 
cient traditional forms only providing the fuller 
sufficiency positive 


Ferre believes that the Bible both asserts and denies the paternity 
Joseph, and thus provides confused account, Nor must think belief 
the Virgin Birth necessary common Biblical days 
recognize the ‘‘argument from 


the other hand cannot satisfied with the approach 
neo-orthodoxy, since suggests too much the purely ‘‘analogical para- 


doxical, and although the notion may have some 
relevance.28 


Furthermore, the fact that other religions provide similar stories, 
our rejection the supernatural per se, gives right reject the 


Actually, are position disprove the Virgin Birth 
biological fact. But the Biblical record not clear, and our primary job 
discover the meaning the Virgin Birth and treat honestly 
historical Our problem here parallel our problem 
concerning the Bible. Our job distinguish between the spirit and the 
letter, between the gift and the wrapping, ‘‘to recognize the earthen 
vessels which God puts His truth and 


How, then, may understand and utilize the historic formulation 
the Virgin Birth. Ferre answers follows: 


The Virgin Birth stands for the truth discontinuity 
imposed continuity. The absence male participation 
signifies many believers just this truth. That the 
sign, the token, God's unique giving Himself. in- 
sist that the historic truth infinitely larger and more 
significant than its biological formulation, but think that 
the most effective way point the truth through the 


132. 
132 
107. 
108 
104 


| 


Here, elsewhere, Ferre strives for evangelical witness that will 
nurture rather than destroy Christian faith. Since people seem require 
the vehicles and historical suggests that ‘‘it 
folly for the teachers the Christian faith ignore psychological and 
pragmatical and that must aim not only Christ- 


historic formulation. best point the exceptional 
spiritual fact interpreting the account the exceptional 
physical fact. For there this basic pedagogical problem 
involved: what extent can forfeit the literal truth and 
still spiritually effective with the mass the 


centered content, but pupil-centered technique. 


The meanin 
the Incarnation. 


human 


initiative coming into history through 


the Christian Faith find the following summary the 


importance the Virgin Birth Christian belief: 


Unfortunately the doctrine the Virgin Birth has been employed 
the deity Jesus assert his sinlessness. Dogmas 


bolster 


The truth the doctrine the Virgin Birth which must 
this: Jesus, the Saviour, the Revealer, and the Redeemer, 
was truly conceived the Holy Spirit. Whether God 
worked without with human male not critical im- 
portance except those who make the human category 
undue significance, those who cannot believe divine 
doctrine unless illustrated miracle human 
terms, those who cannot keep their Christian faith 
apart from belief the literal inspiration the Bible. 
critical importance, however, the central fact 
Christianity that what was born was primarily God and 
not man. The doctrine the Virgin Birth can used 
stand watch over the reality the Incarnation. The Son 
God was ‘‘begotten not Here unusual human 
being and nothing more. Here biological sport and 
nothing more. This very approach from nature God, 
not from God man. And God conceived crea- 
ting some intermediary creature, have the heresy 
Arianism, albeit new terms, all over The 
Incarnation the Son means that the content Jesus’ per- 
sonality which became the foundation the new fellowship 
and new faith, which became redemptive revelation 
mankind and the very standard truth, was indeed 
God very That which was most important 
about Jesus, therefore was not his humanity but his deity. 
mean deity the sense very nature, not 
divinity some euphemistic sense. The doctrine the 
Virgin Birth thus enforces the truth that have already 
found the doctrine the pre-existence 


133. 


cit., 25. 


the Virgin Birth rests the heart the meaning 
The Sun and the Umbrella, Ferre asserts that ‘‘Jesus’ 
acceptance God far secondary own preparation and 


concerning Conception and the Assumption Mary arose 
out this misconception, The result Jesus who can more than 


quasi-human being arbitrarily thrust into history, 
stranger our real nature and burdens, who performs 
externally miraculous work, instead one who, fully hu- 
man like us, totally and continuously opened himself 
God Love that was kept victorious His power 
through and beyond cruel death the hands those who 
hated 


This brings major topic and emphasis Ferre's Christology: 
The Humanity Jesus. 


The Humanity Jesus. his letter the Christian Century 
Ferre states: 


Incarnation involves that Jesus was true human being 
whose humanity was fulfilled his deity. The deity God 
Agape entered into and perfected the humanity Jesus 
Eros. Such fulfillment not arbitrary artificial but 
the learning obedience through Having been 
made perfect his humanity, the New Testament 
claims, could become the and perfector our 


articulating the humanity Jesus must first assert full deity 
well full humanity. view the ‘‘divine’’ all 
destroys the uniqueness Jesus seen his pre- existence, not 
person, but the content, the agape God.37 Likewise must assert 
the reality Jesus’ humanity and avoid any and all forms Docetism. 
Word became flesh. God entered humanity the fullness His na- 
ture. This the pivotal truth Christian faith body, mind, 
and soul were human and subject natural 


The uniqueness Jesus seen ‘‘the fact that him the full nature 
God became embodied and essentially understood for the first time 
human history. The divine Jesus existed from all eternity his true 
Jesus differed from all the given content his 


his most recent writings occupied himself especially with 
the humanity Jesus. His paper ‘‘The Humanity and the 
book The Sun and the Umbrella spell out his thinking this subject. 


shall limit ourselves two aspects this 
relationship the two natures and the question sinlessness. 


considering the Incarnation Ferre asserts: ‘‘The personal Word 
was there, eternal unity; the human personality Jesus was there, 
historic development; the unity one personality with two natures, with 
two sources, speak, was also there. There were the eternal Christ, 
the historic Jesus and the eternal historic Jesus 


Sun and the Umbrella, 29. 
36September 28, 1955. 

37The Christian Faith, 113. 

113. 

114 

40The Christian Understanding God, 212. 


The humanity Jesus concerns itself with ‘‘the historic 
normal human individual. Jesus was not freak, but rather the first 
human who became truly not merely man, but Adam 
symbolizes the first potential human being, the decisive step beyond ani- 
mal creation, Jesus was the first actual human being, Ireneaus saw, 
the creation the proper sense, that is, new creature 
while living earth and the first-born from the 


Jesus man possessed all the drives ordinary human life: ‘‘the 
drive self, the desire for others, and the need this hu- 
manity were found all the tensions, suppressions and repressions common 
man. The subconscious Jesus carried the complete recapitulation 
human evolution from its animal origins. Both conscious and unconscious 
conflict raged this human self.44 Ferre follows Irenaeus describing 
the recapitulation the history the human race Jesus, known 
anakephalaiosia. While Ferre rejects Irenaeus’ view Adam indi- 
believes that Adam seen total man leaves intact the fact that 
Jesus’ humanity means actual partaking flesh and blood ‘‘of the 
original making 


The relation the divine and human nature the person Jesus 
Christ may considered terms anhypostasia (Cyril Alexandria 
and Leontius Byzantium) first would insist that 
the human nature was dependent upon the hypostatic union, while the latter 
insists that Jesus had genuine human nature within the hypostatic 
humanity. carried its logical conclusion this view destroys the 
Incarnation. also follows from this view that Jesus could not sin, and 
the Virgin Birth would represent the means endowing impersonal 
human nature with full nature God, that would insure sin- 
lessness.43 Ferre suggests, however, that anhypostasia does not need 
cause such separation Jesus from humanity, provided see the Incar- 
nation not descent God externally upon man, but rather 
organic fruition the development the human personality Jesus. 
“Anhypostasia then signifies the new creature Christ means which 
can become new creatures the latter case the Virgin 
Birth can stand for effecting ‘‘actually and stubbornly new kind human 
nature, discontinuous dimension imposed the level human nature 
was before this new creation Jesus, new arriving that fulfills 
previous continuity. The Virgin Birth then may stand for the miracle 
the conception the Son God human history both the side God 
and Such view would insist that human nature ever exists 
apart from God any stage ‘‘and least all its 


enhypostasia have the insistence the independent reality 


the human nature both before and after the hypostatic here 
that Ferre places his major emphasis. Citing Gregory Nazianzus with 


ff. 


50Ibid., Pp. 10, 


Ibid., 
10. 


approval says: was continued be; what was not 
took himself having converse with flesh means The 
God-man does not represent the self God the Son, 
limited and becoming ‘‘the personal subject the manhood 
view does not justice Jesus’ humanity. Rather have the humanity 
Jesus and ‘‘learning and becoming 
the encounter with the life The entire concept 
the fullness refers the fullness time the development 
Jesus humanity. quote: 


start not with unreal but with genuine human 
being whom dwelt the Godhead bodily the conclusive 
fulfillment human nature and history, actually Jesus 
and potentially for all men. Jesus the Godman who 
the eternal purpose God the fullness 


This union God and man Jesus Christ must seen process. 
discussing this process Ferre distinguishes between substance philoso- 
phy, organismic philosophy, and personalistic philosophy. Substance 
concepts must rejected too mechanistic and not implying relations. 
Organismic concepts make allowance for functional and purposive rela- 
tions. However, the organismic concepts not allow for the ‘‘intra 
personal realities and emphasizes that ‘‘per- 
sonalities not overlap personalistic Christology, 
according Ferre, finds the solution the problem the union the 
two natures the concept perichoreses.56 
quote Ferre: 


The new personality, the Godman now neither 
divine personality besides God, some second God, nor 
any longer human personality merely enhanced some 
spiritual infilling, but whole new species, whole new 
creation, whole new begetting, where the personality 
actually the Godman, the perichoresis God and man, 
maintaining distinction the level encounter that 
Jesus could pray his God and our God while also 
the same time, effecting metaphysical union without 
division separation spirits that Jesus could 
truly say literally the most important all categories: 
Father and are Thus Jesus both God and 
man, but more properly the Son God, the Godman, ‘‘not 
third beside God and man, but the new Being 
God and 


Just when the hypostatic union occurred ‘‘a basic fact Jesus’ 
not know. But see Jesus illustrating Agape life, dying 
Agape death, and rising from death Agape everlastingly vic- 
But this union occurred and through struggle from the 
days the wilderness temptation, through ‘‘Gethsemane and until his 


(quoted from Theological Orations, IV, 19). 

11. 

13. 

19. 

13. 


dying cry desertion Ferre suggests that even the 
Resurrection may not have brought end this struggle, and that though 
the victory now assured companionship and participation God 
beyond our understanding, there may still for further growth 
the eternal disciplines and discipleships Thus Jesus remains 
the Godman for ever, never shedding his human nature. 


Before leaving the discussion the humanity Jesus, must 
briefly indicate thinking Jesus’ sinfulness. truly human 
means remove all sin from Jesus means destroy his 
true humanity. 


the discussion this question Ferre distinguishes between Christ 
and Jesus. This especially true The Sun and the Umbrella. 
overlook this distinction results the misinterpretations which have 
apparently plagued this theologian according his letter the Christian 


Century.61 


says Ferre, bloodless category, making 
anemic savior. What matters the reality his struggles that was 
all things like us, and that victory possible with God and indeed 
reality Jesus’ life ‘fragment the future,’ use Cairn's 


cannot accept the sinlessness Jesus merely the basis Bible 
assertions since these sprang from the adoration and ‘‘unreflective 
the writers. Only literalists can accept such claims. the other 
hand, Jesus’ submission baptism, his prayer for forgiveness 
debts, and his protestations that none but God good provide insufficient 
information regarding his relationship 


Jesus’ experience sin must seen terms his basic humanity 
with its drive self, its anxieties, tensions and fears. quote Ferre: 


Jesus knew sin, some sense, minimum but real 
experience within his own life; and maximum outside 
himself because his supreme concern for 
Theologically Jesus never saved from sin unless as- 
sumed within himself; and sin, not finitude, precisely 
our deepest problem. Jesus was however, not 


the sense that God could ever sin, certainly not even 
human form, but that the human nature Jesus shared our 


whole history alienation from God and the anxiety 
which the root reality sin. remove Jesus from our 
sins categoricall deny the Incarnation and destro 
its reality and power.64 


From this point view, Ferre suggests that may proper speak 
Jesus needing born again, that new birth for Jesus was the ac- 
ceptance the Incarnation, thus ‘‘fulfilling conclusively both the presence 
and purpose God and the nature and destiny 


13. 
14. 


13. 


28, 1955. 
62The Christian Understanding God, 201. 


The Sun and the Umbrella voices indictment against theology for 


hiding the true humanity Jesus, and thereby distorting the true deity 
Christ. quote: 


What, however, has theology done through the centuries 
with this Gospel and with this figure? How was the life 
Jesus mythologized even the New Testament? First, the 
writers could not quite deny the tensions, fear and prob- 
lems the life Jesus, but did present him sinless, 
and thereby robbed him his humanity. All men have 
sinned and come short the glory God. Our solidarity 
men our present existence is, for one part, based 
our community sin. Our deepest problem men not 
finiteness, but sin; not law, but sin; not death, but sin. The 
Christian faith believes not that God too holy behold 
sin but that comes seek and save the sinner. The 
Christian faith knows absolute, either, which like in- 
verted rainbow dips from the eternal into finite existence 
only return again perfection; God Himself, coming 
save us, rather, for our sake lives 
with us, among us, us, and for 


Insistence the true humanity includes insistence sharing our 
sinful nature. Without these have real Incarnation. the words 
Ferre: 


The reason for stressing this fact Jesus’ full hu- 
manity not desire attribute sin the strong Son 
God. His life, all its orises, was wondrously victorious 
over temptation. all reverence his life the power 
its inner purity. The reason rather principle as- 
sure the reality the Incarnation; without sinning the 
sinless Christ became conclusively and organically domi- 
nant the normal human being, Jesus. Jesus was real and 
fully one us. had artificial childhood and growth. 
learned, even good, through teachers and experi- 
ence. such God won decisive victory. 
Through him sin, law and death were lit and seen for 
what they were, and conquered both particular life and 
universal principle.67 


Ultimately man's hope redemption rests with the true human nature 
Jesus. Because Christ can become victorious Jesus, Christ can 
become the hope glory. quote: 


The fact that the love God could invade and 
pervade ordinary human being that through him God be- 
came conclusively known and effective human life 
history’s greatest miracle.... His life the solid hope 
human being, because showed that can like- 
wise receive the love God and unto death, 
and beyond, over the power sin. Theology hid the real 
power Incarnation when raised the Umbrella 
The heart the Christian faith, repeat, as- 
sumes and involves the fact sinless God 
sin’’ for our sake, not that sins but that cohabits 


Op. cit., 28. 
67The and the Umbrella, 30. 


sinful nature, cleansing it, empowering and making 
new. Therefore, Christ the hope glory and 


can all thereby given the power become sons 
God.68 


Due the limitations this paper can only make brief reference 
the atonement, the resurrection, and the Second Coming. 


the atonement see love and holiness work. Satisfaction, 
substitution, and example must all given their due inherent God's 
redemptive act Calvary.69 Jesus may regarded God and Saviour 
because through His unique manifestation agape created or- 
der Our ultimate the love God. All 
theology that has attempted fit Jesus into the sacrificial system 
Judaism such the Epistle the Hebrews, must rejected since 
would make the law God the foundation relationship 


the doctrine the resurrection assert that the eternal Christ 
has His slain ‘‘basic enemies: sin, law and 
assert this not assert the bodily resurrection Jesus 
since that cannot proven. the other hand, although the human Jesus 
does not save, but only the eternal Christ, Ferre believes that ‘‘the his- 
toric Jesus very likely encountered the disciples after his own physical 
assert that Jesus could not rise would make the order 
nature ultimate rather than God, which would ‘‘a full-fledged denial 
the Christian faith quote Ferre: 


God being love, the other hand, and nature being 
open, there reason all why Jesus could not and 
should not rise. The church aborning needed him and after 
all, all nature exists for the purpose effecting and 
perfecting the 


Finally, brief statement view the Second Coming. The 
traditional doctrine called ‘‘the darkest all the because 
allows for hell and torment and thus denies the doctrine God 


the other hand, there legitimate approach this doctrine 
the Second Coming. see the ‘‘closing the parenthesis this 
age... creation necessary concept the beginning our 
history. the Second Coming Christ see the end history and 
judgment 


cit., 30. 

69The Christian Faith, 169 ff. 
70The Christian Fellowship, 127 
Sun and the Umbrella, 31. 


Christian Understanding God., 212. 
213. 
213. 
76The Sun and the Umbrella, 33. 
Christian Faith, 178. 


Conclusions: 


seems that Ferre has not succeeded establishing some 
selfhood, personality, what calls the content, agape God. 
simply asserts that Love never impersonal. Thus the Incarnation would 
divine uniting with human although Ferre denies this. 


The insistence and the acceptance the supernatural essen- 
tial the Christian faith general, and seen the Incarnation 
particular, appeals this writer. But one ata loss discover for- 
mula when extract the supernatural from history and historical 
records, and when transcend reject the latter faith. (Viz. the 
Virgin Epistle the Atonement; the resurrection). 


This writer finds himself less ready discount the Biblical 
records and early theological formulations with the charge ‘‘unreflec- 
tive One doubts whether this charge any more appropriate 
Luke and Paul than Ferre. 


emphasis the true humanity Jesus seems timely and 
constructive, although has not made any advance the problem 


Chalcedon: how avoid dividing the Person and confounding the natures 
the Incarnate Word. 


The serious endeavor articulate Christology other than 
substance philosophy also commendable and long over due. Every 
attempt this direction welcome. 


All all, this writer must regard Christology con- 
structive aim. voices evangel: have agape possess 
man man’s highest destiny, ‘‘Christ us, the hope The 
ultimate goal fellowship men who have their fulfillment through 
fellowship with God revealed and pioneered Jesus Christ. 


Jerome Ficek 
Trinity Theological Seminary 


THE CHRISTOLOGY PAUL TILLICH: THE NEW BEING 
JESUS THE CHRIST 


The appearance Volume Paul Systematic Theolo 
subtitled Existence and the Christ (University Chicago Press, 1957) has 
supplied the theological world with fresh, highly creative, and pene- 
tratingly original Christology. accordance with the method 
correlation, Christ presented the theological answer the existen- 
tial question his recent book sermons, The New 
Being (Scribner's, 1955) Tillich sets forth the answer the questions 
his earlier book, The Shaking the Foundations (Scribner's, 
Using these sources shall attempt this paper investi- 
gate the manner which Tillich presents The New Being Jesus the 


Christ overcoming the predicament estrangement which characterizes 
human existence. 


PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS: THE METHOD CORRELATION 
AND THE EXISTENTIAL PREDICAMENT 


Method begins each section his system 
with analysis human existence and follows with section which 
provides theological answers the questions posed, for example-- 
Reason and Revelation, Being and God, Existence and the Christ, Life and 
the Spirit, History and the Kingdom God--the major headings his 
systematic theology. The human situation cannot provide answers, can 
only pose the problem predicament which theology supplies religious 
answers. Theology and philosophy both deal with the structure reality, 
philosophy dealing with the problem being and theology with 
its meaning ‘‘for While the philosopher able exercise detached 
objectivity, the theologian committed, involved with his whole being. 
The former seeks identity between the logos reality and the logos 
working him; the latter looks ‘‘where that which concerns him 
mately not the universal logos but the Logos ‘who became 
flesh,’ that is, the logos manifesting itself particular historical 
(ST p23). 


The Existential Predicament. Existence means ‘‘stand 
stand out essential being, i.e., estranged from essence. 
his analysis being Volume Tillich shows that being freedom 
always polar unity with destiny. Man's freedom, however, finite 
freedom which limited his destiny. Only God transcends this 
polarity. According Tillich the state “dreaming innocence” precedes 
actual existence. has potentiality but not actuality; itis perfect 
state but one undecided possibilities. the moment finite freedom 
becomes conscious itself, becomes actual. This Tillich calls 
sexual consciousness adolescent. The account the Fall Genesis 
three taken him myth, not the isolated act individual but 
act freedom inbedded the universal destiny existence. Reinhold 
Niebuhr his contribution the volume The Theology Paul Tillich 
edited Charles Kegley and Robert Bretall has raised the ques- 
tion whether not Tillich makes creation coincide with the Fall, for 
the latter excludes the idea historical stage essential goodness 
Utopia before the Fall into existence This makes the fall 
necessary the emergence self-awareness and 
through the freedom making decisions. 


The state existence the state estrangement, estrangement from 
oneself, from other beings, and from the ground his being p44). 
Man exists not what essentially and ought be. Heis nota 
stranger his true being, for belongs but him- 
His estrangement sin, matter not nature but both 
personal freedom and universal destiny. The three marks estrange- 
ment are unbelief, concupiscence and hubris pride). 
Man actualizing himself, turns himself and away from 
makes himself the center himself and leaves his essential center. This 
turning toward one’s self act the total person, Itis the ‘‘spiritual 
from which other sins are derived. 


man’s essential nature the following are united; freedom and 
destiny, dynamics and form, individualization and participation. These 
polarities, rooted the ground being and united essential nature, are 
estranged under the forms existence. 


For Tillich the point which estrangement between essence and 
existence overcome the New Being Jesus the Christ. The 
discussion his Christology which follows will therefore take its 
categories the concepts which utilizes describe this overcoming: 
Jesus the Christ, The New Being, and The Inauguration the New 
Eon, 


JESUS THE CHRIST: HISTORICAL RESEARCH AND FAITH 


The Paradox Jesus the Christ that the man called 
the i.e., that essential God-Manhood has appeared within exis- 
tence and has subjected itself the conditions existence without being 
conquered 


Jesus the religious and theological object the Christ 
and only the Christ. And the Christ the one who 
sacrifices what merely ‘Jesus’ him. The decisive 
trait his picture the continuous 
Jesus who Jesus Jesus who the Christ. (STI, 


Jesus final revelation because fulfills its chief criterion--negating 
itself without losing itself. (ST p133). This divine criticism every- 
thing not divine Tillich calls the has given 
Protestantism the courage open itself every type criticism even 
its sacred documents. (PE, 


According Tillich the Incarnation actually happened photo- 
graphical event. one has had purely historiographical interest 
this man, The reports about Jesus Nazareth are the reports Jesus 
the Christ, attested persons who received him the Christ. Thus 
one attempts discover the real Jesus behind the picture Jesus 
the Christ, must separate the items which belong the factual side 
from those which belong the receiving side. This process yields only 
probable results for historical research provides only probabilities 
lower higher degree. Thus historical research can neither give take 
away the basis the Christian faith. 


the article ‘‘A Reinterpretation the Doctrine the 
Tillich rejects the traditional idea God becoming man. The Bible does 
not say 


that God such becomes man but that divine being, 
either the heavenly man, the pre-existent Christ, the 
divine Logos, appears the shape physical man 
aman the flesh. The statement not that God becomes 
man but that divine being with human characteristics, the 
spiritual heavenly man, moral being who chooses 
the creative reason word, appears 
time and space, and subject the law the flesh and 
sin, namely human existence. The paradox the Incar- 
nation not God becomes man, but divine being who 
represents God and able reveal him his fullness, 
manifests himself form existence which radi- 
cal contradiction his divine, spiritual, and heavenly 
not the unity the infinite and the finite which 
constitutes the paradox the Incarnation, but the mani- 
festation the original, heavenly man the existential 
man, the universal creative reason individual 
created reason, the spiritual existent Christ 
the empirical and historical 


The Incarnation the manifestation essential Godmanhood (an 
expression the dialectical interdependence finiteness and infinity 
under the conditions existence, which does not lose its essential 
According Tillich, Paul Corinthians presents 
three types man: The heavenly man who spiritual and immortal 
before his coming (essential man); The physical man Adam, subject 
death (existential man); and The Heavenly man who overcomes death 
(the Incarnation). 136), Tillich rejects the idea that this 
heavenly person God, rather divine being who resigns his divine 
form and power and takes the form servant. believes that Paul 
was endeavoring say that this man from above manifested himself after 
Adam's fall, idea which did not exist the pagan form the myth 
the 


Participation, not historical argument, guarantees the reality the 
event upon which Christianity rests according Tillich. The church was 
born when one his followers, Peter, was moved say Jesus, 
art the (Mark 8:29). who overcomes existential estrangement 
participates and its self-destructive consequences, even dying. 
Christ’’ not individual name but the proper name 
modified the adjective the anointed one. article en- 
titled and Tillich, after defining religious 
symbol that encounter which points beyond itself the ground being, 
says that Jesus the bearer what symbolic terms called the 
Christ. would idolatrous identify the symbol with that which 
points, the reality which particpates. 


Faith, according Tillich, the immediate evidence (not mediated 
conclusions) Godmanhood within the conditions existence. Another 
way stating this that the appearance essential manhood under 
the conditions finitude. This picture Jesus the Christ which 
cannot verified with certainty has power transform those who are 
transformed it. guaranteed not empirical factuality but its 
transforming power. The Synoptic Gospels provide the picture which 
the assertion that Jesus the Christ based, but the entire New Testa- 
ment unanimous its witness Jesus the Christ. 


SSC 


THE NEW BEING: THE OVERCOMING THE CLEAVAGE 
BETWEEN ESSENCE AND EXISTENCE 


The New Being essential being appearing under the conditions 
existence, conquering the hiatus between essence and existence. The New 
Being new far the undistorted manifestation essential 
being within personal life where the polarities being are manifest. 
Jesus the the bearer the New Being the totality his 
being because his being beyond the split essential and existential 
being. Neither his words, deeds, nor sufferings make him the Christ. 
These are the expression the New Being; his being which makes 
him the Christ. Being precedes speaking, doing, suffering. him there 

are traces unbelief (the removal his personal center from the 

divine center), nor hubris (self elevation), nor concupiscence (the 

desire draw the whole reality into self). 

Jesus like every man finite freedom, otherwise would not 
equal with mankind and could not the God alone above 
freedom and destiny; him alone are all the polarities eternally con- 
quered. Jesus they are actual. Asa finite being subject the 
ence. Finitude implies participation man’s existential predicament and 
subjection error, which evident his ancient conception the uni- 
verse, his judgments about men, his eschatological vision and imagination. 

But Jesus was not guilty unbelief, hubris, concupiscence because 
constantly surrendered himself God, thus avoiding self-elevation. The 
picture the New Being Jesus the Christ the picture 


personal life which subjected all the consequences 
existential estrangement but wherein estrangement 
conquered himself and permanent unity kept with 
God. Into this unity accepts the negativities without re- 
moving them. This done transcending them the 
power this unity. This the New Being appears 
the biblical picture Jesus the Christ. 


This picture Christ has two outstanding characteristics: his main- 
tenance unity with God and the sacrifice everything could have 
gained for himself from this unity. (ST_I, The first the identity 
essential manhood and Godmanhood and the second the criterion for 
power negating itself without losing itself. 
p133). 


Those who participate Christ participate the New Being; they are 
Tillich describes the New Being under three headings-- 
reconciliation, reunion, and resurrection. reunited God 
reunited the ground being, oneself. This the courage take 
upon oneself his anxiety deep self acceptance. ‘‘The New Creation 
healing creation because creates reunion with (NB, p23). 
resurrection Tillich means the power the New Being create life out 
death here and now. there New Being there creation into 
eternity every moment (NB, p23). 


The Christological dogmas (Nicea, Chalcedon), which used philosophi- 
cal concepts then prevailing (i.e., logos, etc.) tried avoid any diminution 
the human nature which would deprive Christ his total participation 
the conditions existence and also any diminution his divine nature 
which would deprive him his total victory over existential estrange- 
ment. The static theory must replaced the dynamic 


theory the New Being which does justice both sides without 
undercutting 


THE INAUGURATION THE NEW EON 


Christ the one who brings the new order, the new eon. him the 
the eschatological expectation fulfilled principle. the ‘‘center 
the personage who supplies meaning the otherwise mean- 
ingless historical process. Although his personal life the criterion 
which both past and future are judged, not isolated life for the New 
Being not restricted his being but has 
upon community which recognizes the 


The new eon conquers the old situation under the law where man's 
essential being stood against his existence, commanding and judging it. 
Because his essential being taken into his existence and actualized 
it, the law ceases law for him. Christ has become the ‘‘end the 
sion between the first and second comings Christ which inseparable 
from the Christian experience. This the tension between the 
and the ‘‘not 


The universal meaning Jesus the Christ expressed two 
symbols which show him the bearer the New Being special 
relation existence. The first relation Christ existence his sub- 
jection (the The second relation Christ existence his 
conquest (the These are interdependent symbols; they 
cannot separated without losing their meaning. both cases something 
happened within existence. While stories the Cross deal with the fully 
historical, stories the Resurrection veil deep mystery 
over the The Cross symbol based upon fact. 
the myth the bearer the new eon who suffers the death 
convict and slave under the powers that old eon which con- 
(ST II, The same true the resurrection. The 
Crucifixion-Resurrection event the breaking through into human con- 
sciousness and existence the New Being Christ. Tillich rejects the 
report rationalization and the spiritualizing explana- 
tion statement that met Christ the road Damascus) 
attempt prove general immortality the soul after death. regards 
basic the meaning set forth the earliest account the resurrection 
which emphasizes the religious significance the Resurrection 
for the disciples contrast their previous state negativity and des- 
pair. them the Resurrection was the Jesus the 
Christ, which rooted the personal unity between Jesus and God and 
the impact this unity the minds the apostles. 


Christ gave his disciples ‘‘authority over unclean spirits, cast them 
out, and heal every disease and every (Matt. 10:1). 
sees this profound insight into human nature healing comes through 
wholeness, through being grasped power Only new 
reality can make people whole, people who hate themselves, are afraid 
life, are burdened with guilt feelings, are fleeing from the threats 
existence into the painful and deceptive safety mental and bodily ill- 
Christ this new reality has come upon us--our whole existence 
accepted and reunited. Because this power has appeared earth, the 
kingdom God has come. Salvation healing from estrangement, Mira- 
cles are signs pointing the presence the divine power nature and 
history, but are way negations natural laws. (NB, sermon 
34-45), 


i 


Tillich’s interpretation the Atonement stresses the fact that there 
overlooking the reality and depth existential estrangement. (ST II, 
God's atoning activity must involve participation estrangement 
and its self-destructive consequences. The Cross effective mani- 
festation God's taking the consequences human guilt upon 
Through participation the New Being, which the being 
Jesus the Christ, men participate the manifestation the atoning 
act God. Regeneration becomes participation; justification becomes 
acceptance, and sanctification becomes transformation, 


CONCLUSIONS AND EVALUATIONS 


Despite protestations the contrary difficult see that 
Tillich avoids equating the Fall with Creation. Following Anaximander 
and Schelling sees the passage from unindividuated and undifferen- 
tiated state (abyss) individuated and differentiated one constituting 
the fall from essence existence. This occurs Thus self- 
awareness and self-consciousness, acts finite freedom, involve the 
creation estrangement from his essence. Tillich attempts avoid 
equating creation with the fall means the concept 
superhistorical, pretemporal state potentiality but 
difficult for this reviewer see that achieves his purpose. His em- 
phasis throughout the fatefulness sin rather than upon human 
responsibility for it. actualizing his potential freedom, that is, 
making choices and decisions, man falls. 


Tillich’s Christology achievement Christology. Jesus was 
man who surrendered himself the divine, the Logos, that achieved 
complete unity with it. was only then that became the 
The personality Jesus that man because for Tillich there 
Second Person the Godhead come down from Heaven. the Godhead 
sees three hypostases which describes 
Disavowing the liberal emphasis the human Jesus, avers 
that Jesus becoming the became divine. His emphasis not 
what but rather what did-- brought the New Being into 
existence--and what who the Tillich 
operates within the framework process organismic metaphysic 
which dynamic character rather than the static substance structure 
Aristotle. While should commended for correction the human- 
izing tendency liberalism, falls short the ontological Christ set 
forth the creed Chalcedon which the Logos, the 
second person the ontological trinity, united with human 
nature. the final analysis Christology achievement 
sopisticated than most, conceived within the frame- 
work architectonic structure classic orthodoxy, and infused with 
Heideggerian insights into the nature fractured human existence--but 
achievement Christology nevertheless, uses the 
position that the finite capable the infinite substantiate his view 
that the human nature Christ impregnated with the divine that 
can come have the very nature the divine. possible for him 
hold this view because defines God, not the being, nor being 
among other beings, but the ground being. 


Tillich views Christ symbol which participates the reality 
which points but not that reality. His concern this point 
characteristically Protestant, that is, avoid absolutizing the finite. 
not clear now, this basis, there was unity between Jesus and the 
Father, transparency the ground and ‘‘fulfillment 
every partial and broken appearance essential Tillich 


describes the result this overcoming but does not supply the 
reason cause and Despite his protestations that the 
New Being ontological reality, his Jesus different but 
not from other men. Since begins with human person 
difficult see how can avoid making the difference one His 
emphasis always the emerging novelty, the nexus events, the 
Whitehead and Wieman whom resembles many striking ways. 


view that God did not become man the Incarnation 
because this contradiction stems from his view that God not per- 
son, object beside other objects, being beside other beings, but the 


ground being, God does not appear within the context experience; 
not the object theology. Rather the object theology his manifes- 
tation us; the expression this manifestation being the symbol Christ 


who points the ground being. ascribe nature Christ 
would put him beyond existence; ascribe nature him 
put him below essence. Therefore his Jesus third person, tertium 
quid, neither God nor man. This treatment symbol profoundly 
illuminating when applied finite objects which point the Infinite, but 
when employed connection with Jesus leads truncated, emaciated 
Mediator. 


Although careful avoid extracting his theology from 

religious experience alone (which accuses Schleiermacher doing), 

Tillich tends making his norms norm sys- 

tematic theology being the New Being, the object theology being the 

manifestation God through religious symbols, the criterion for final 

revelation being person who is. totally transparent the ground being 

and one who sacrifices everything could have gained for himself 

through this unity. Not without justification has been classified 

the phenomenon New Being which Tillich 

chiefly interested, which phenomenon overcomes principle the 

cleavage between essence and existence. Jesus the Christ important 

only the symbol which points the reality this achievement. The 

Cross and the Resurrection are symbols pointing the reality es- 

strangement and reconciliation and have their counterparts our 

experience. The ontological and cosmic dimension these events are 

secondary importance best. Thus Tillich can understood standing 

line descending from Abelard, Schleiermacher, Ritschl, Wiernan, etc. 

Rejecting the idea substitutionary atonement, Tillich understands 

reunion restitution. the Cross Christ surrenders himself God and 

God surrenders Himself man. This not satisfaction, but the over- 

coming estrangement the reuniting the finite and the Infinite 

through mutual Killen suggests that Tillich comes close 

advocating ‘‘substitutionary (OTPT, The efficacy 

his death lies the example which gave self-surrender God, 

and this ‘‘transparency the that are follow and 
imitate. 


Tillich’s underlying understanding the essence 
existence which rooted Heidegger's existenzphilosophie sounds 
strange and unfamiliar note American ears. uses classic expres- 
sions which have undergone much elaboration and definition strikingly 
new, fresh, vivid ways. Essence the nature thing, the quality 
which participates, that from which thing has fallen. Existence its 
falling away from its true nature. For this reason wrong speak 
the God, for God has not fallen away from His true nature. 
the interest perspicuity and intelligibility complicate already 


complex task? spite this, however, system undoubtedly 
the most profound, constructive, apologetic theological statement yet pro- 
duced America. Its ontological framework includes the disciplines 
culture more creatively and fruitfully than any Its appreciation 
the limits reason probing the ultimate mystery human existence 
Significant. Its stubborn disavowal the category the superhistorical 
and intransigent insistence upon fully historical Jesus, Incarnation, 
Cross are corrective the present tendencies Its 
failure delineate Christ fully ontological sense the second per- 
son the Godhead, pre-existent, fully God and fully man, is, course, 
inadmissible and unfortunate. might said that his system long 
metaphysical exactness and existential relatedness, but short Biblical 
concreteness and theological precision. 
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REPORTS FROM THE REGIONAL SECTIONS 


During the spring 1958 three the sections the Evangelical 
Theological Society held meetings their respective regions. March 
21-22 the Southern Section met William Jennings Bryan Univ., Dayton, 
Tenn.; April 7-8 the Mid-Western Section, Bethel College and Semi- 
nary, St. Paul, Minn.; and April the Far-Western Section, 
Pasadena College, Pasadena, Calif. The following officers were elected, 
approved the next national meeting the Society: 


Sec.: Southern Mid-Western Far-Western 


Chm Theo. Mercer,LittD Robt.D.Culver,ThD Paul K.Jewett,PhD 


Pres, Bryan Univ. Wheaton College Fuller Theol. Sem. 
V-Chm Howard A.Hanke,ThD Chas.F.Pfeiffer,PhD David Wallace, PhD 

Asbury College Moody Bi. Institute Th.Sem. 
Sec Arthur Ittermann,PhD Stan.E.Anderson,ThD BernM.Warren,ThD 


Temple Bap. Th. Sem. North. Bap. Th.Sem. Pacific Bible Col. 


Treas Glen C.Atkins,ThM 
Southeastern Bi. Col. 


PROGRAMS FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 


vice-president and program committee chairman Gilbert 
Johnson, Nyack Missionary College, Nyack, Y., will happy re- 
ceive suggestions concerning papers and other matters for the tenth 
annual meeting. This being planned for the holidays between Christmas 
and New Year's, Nyack. 


Dr. Merrill Tenney Wheaton College, Wheaton, has been 
elected chairman the joint planning committee between and the 
American Scientific Affiliation. will appreciate receiving suggestions 
relative the third biennial joint meeting the two societies, which 
scheduled for June, 1959, the Chicago 


Arising out paper Robert Golter, reference librarian 
Wheaton College, ‘‘Suggestions for Interlibrary com- 
mittee the Mid-Western Section consisting Barton Payne, Martin 
Wyngaarden, and Mr. Golter was appointed pursue further the pos- 
sibilities cooperation between libraries evangelical institutions. 

(See below, page 38} 


THE CHRISTOLOGY KARL BARTH 


Kenneth Kantzer 


with most contemporary theologians the theology Barth 
avowedly For Barth, least, this does not mean that the 
topics theology are limited study the person and work Christ 
but rather that all theology finds its focal center Christ and that all 
knowledge God obtainable only through 


Barth insists, moreover, that the person Christ and the work 
Christ cannot discussed separately. Liberals who speculated about the 
abstract person Christ soon came doubt the necessity for doctrine 
the God-man. The study the person Christ, therefore, must 
embedded context study the work Christ for our salvation. 
this work that recognize his deity, and this work that 
see the significance and importance doctrine the deity Christ.2 


The presupposition the incarnation Christ the existent 
logos and the Christian doctrine the trinity. According Barth God 
exists eternally three modes. This not Sabellianism for the modes 
are not revelatory modes but modes lying eternally the ultimate being 
God. The incarnation Christ incarnation the whole Godhead 
but means incarnation the second mode God whom has 
been peculiarly appropriated the task redemption.3 


Barth's statement the virgin birth very clear. writes, ‘‘The 
incarnation the Son God out Mary cannot indeed consist the ori- 
gination for the first time here and now the Son God, but consists 
the Son God taking himself here and now this other thing which 
exists previously Mary, namely flesh, humanity, human nature, human- 
ness. that the man Jesus has father (exactly the way 
which the Son God has mother).4 


The real purpose the virgin birth not account for Jesus’ sin- 
lessness, nor even explain the deity Christ. rather sign which 
stresses the humanness Christ. The particular virtue the virgin 
birth that stresses clearly that man himself does not cooperate the 
work redemption carried the second mode the Godhead.5 


The formula ‘‘Mary, Mother God'’ Barth defends safeguard 
against Nestorianism. The phrase, however, not particularly happy 
because has led modern times the Roman church's glorification 
Mary. The virgin birth, therefore, the reality which points the lack 
all human work salvation, has led Roman exaltation Mary 
stress upon human participation 


The reality the human nature Christ guaranteed the virgin 
birth but also the clear gospel record the full humanity Christ. 
All forms Docetism and Apollinarianism Barth repudiates doing less 
than justice the Biblical records.? The humanity ascribes Jesus 
Christ, however, ‘‘speculative Man does not first figure 
out what humanity and then discover Jesus Christ that thing, but 
discovers Jesus Christ what really humanity.8 


Barth's testimony the sinlessness Christ somewhat ambiguous. 
his early Romans Commentary had declared that Jesus stood 


among This sharpened his dogmatics the 
explanation that becoming flesh Jesus partook sinful human nature 
but that Jesus never actually sinned. the eternal son God sin 
actually impossible his most recent work this further 
toned down the sinful flesh. His sinlessness the God- 
man, any case, consisted his overcoming the sinful fleshly nature 
which had assumed. spite the reality his temptation refused 
sin and his death upon the cross obedience the will the 
Father triumphed over 


The true divinity Christ affirmed again and again 
Jesus God very argues. was possessed even 
his earthly life, even baby Bethlehem, even his death the 
cross, all the divine attributes. Never any moment did the person 
Christ cease God limit any way the fullness his 


endeavoring unfold the interrelationships between the two natures 
Christ, Barth argues that the New Testament statements the divinity 
Christ cannot possibly interpreted any sub-Chalcedonian fashion. 
They speak neither human being who subsequently was exalted 
divinity (Ebionism) nor one who appeared among the mere per- 
sonification and symbol divine being Barth defends 
strongly the Niceano-Constantinopolitan and the later Chalcedonian for- 
mula setting forth two natures united the one person Christ. 
rejects explicitly all the historic formal heresies the ancient 


his discussion the communication the attributes Christ 
tries hold middle point between traditional Lutheranism and tradi- 
tional Calvinism. Lutherans, argues, are right their main point that 
the divine and human Christ who omnipresent but they are con- 
stant danger slipping into Eutychianism. Calvinists, the other hand, 
are right their main point that the natures are not confused, but 
they slip constantly into the danger Nestorianism. The solution 
found, Barth avers,in the idea that the body Christ present every- 
where but different sense from that which the deity Christ 
omnipresent. Precisely what constitutes this difference Barth does not 


Over the much mooted phrase Barth passes 
favorable judgment. really intended here, asserts, soundly 
Biblical. The humanity Christ its individuality never existed except 
personal conjunction with the eternal God. The Son God became man 
must interpreted the Son God assumed human 


the Barth feels that the controversy was 
really tempest teapot. The Lutheran argument that the logos exists 
only conjunction with the flesh correct unless one means, some 
Lutherans almost seem say, that the humanity absorbs all the deity 
Christ. The Calvinists were right when they said that the logos was not 
exhausted the fleshly existence, but Calvinist meant deny that the 
whole logos actually joined human 


With respect the ‘‘incognito’’ Christ Barth affirmed that even 
his becoming flesh God still remains hidden. have Christ God for 
us, not God himself. some this interpreted mean that 
for Barth all our statements about Christ have correspondence ob- 
jective reality. interpret this only extreme statement the 
purely analogical nature all human thought about God and that rational 
evidences are not adequate ground 


Though his earlier works Barth makes disparaging statements 
about the importance bodily his Church 
Dogmatics makes plain that accepts bodily resurrection the 
third day. For him, the empty tomb historical fact, but belief the 
deity not grounded the bodily resurrection evidence 
proof. The bodily resurrection, none-the-less, significant because 
the sign that Christ the ever-living God who acts. Without the 
resurrection therefore the Christian would without 


The appearances Christ continued for forty days just the Biblical 
narrative reports. The details Scripture are some places contradic- 
tory and need not accepted full, but the witness the gospel 
post-resurrection ministry Christ must accepted. These appear- 
ances are not spiritual psychic, but neither are they explainable the 
terms modern physics. are accept the Biblical testimony 
stands, Barth affirms, and are not speculate about details.20 


Following his post-resurrection ministry Christ ascended the right 
hand the Father. There remains state exaltation while his 
work carried amongst men through the Holy Spirit. This continues 
until the end time when Christ will 


The relationship Christ, the living word, Scripture, the written 
word, that between revelation and record testimony revelation. 
The primary word God Christ alone. not much act God 
God-acting. The Bible gives inspired record Jesus Christ and 
normative for all Christian witnessing. functions today the word 
God when the Spirit brings the individual man, the believer, into ac- 
quaintanceship with Jesus Christ through this written word. When man 
individually and personally does not meet Christ where the church testi- 
fies that has met Him the past, namely, the Bible, man must wait 
humility and expectation that too may find Christ where Christ has 
willed himself found.22 


The preached word man's attempt bear witness Christ. This 
done man conforms his witness the testimony Scripture.23 


The relationship the God-man the atonement inescapable. 
Christianity religion Christ and does not present gospel 
Christ but rather presents gospel about Christ and his redemption. This 
redemption possible only because who Christ is. The miracle 
reconciliation, Barth declares, cannot the work super- demi- 
god. The character almighty grace demands the acknowledgement that 
its subject identical with God the full sense the word. The work 
the atonement substitutionary work Christ behalf and instead 
sinful man. not much substitutionary satisfaction, however, 
substituted victory and substituted repentance Christ 
instead the believer.24 
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18The Epistle the Romans, 204; and The Resurrection the Dead (New 
York: Fleming Revell, 1933), 
19Church Dogmatics, 182; and IV, 340, 341, and 728. 
20Church Dogmatics, IV, 318, 351, 352 passim. 
Dogmatics, IV, 132, 730, and 
2Das Christliche Verstandnis der Offenbarung (Munchen: Chr. Kaiser, 
1948), ff.; and Church Dogmatics, 457 ff. 
24Church Dogmatics, IV, 484 passim. 


THE CHRISTOLOGY CURRENT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Charles Russell Gresham 


Evangelicals are well aware that the older liberalism the 
Schleiermacher-Ritschl-Harnackian tradition has faded from the theologi- 
cal scene. the vacuum left evangelicalism, realistic theology, Neo- 
orthodoxy and other such schools thought are waging battle see which 
shall succeed that liberalism which was well nigh universal. However, 
often the case radical movements thought, liberalism became 
entrenched certain areas religious life that has been quite difficult 
dislodge from these One these areas has been that 
religious education. 


Why was that, when such leading theologians Nels Ferre; the 
Neibuhrs, Walter Horton, and others were forsaking their extreme 
liberal positions back the late thirties, leaders religious education 
circles Harrison Elliott, George Coe and Bower were reaffirm- 
ing with vigor their faith liberal tenets? answer this question 
must briefly survey the rise the religious educational movement. 


Religious education, vital movement, did not appear the scene 
until the first two decades the present century. But, from that time on, 
idea ‘teaching church’ swept through the country with almost 
irresistable force. From the standpoint popular interest religious 
education eclipsed perhaps other project the Un- 
doubtedly the success this movement was due many forces. New 
trends psychology, sociology and general educational philosophy played 
important roles this new movement's success. However, the one single 
factor which contributed most the sweep this educational movement 
within the churches was what generally term liberal Christianity. 
religious education was wedded and based upon liberal 
theology. 


result, religious educational philosophy became wondrous thing 
behold. Method and procedure were borrowed from Dewey and the 
education with its exclusive interest the 
child-centered approach and the ‘‘social and what little content 
that was deemed necessary was derived from religious liberalism with its 
emphasis divine immanence, the inevitability religious growth, the 
goodness man, and the concept the historical Jesus, who was only 
ethical teacher and martyred prophet.3 Within the movement there was 
occasional voice raised against this attempted borrowing and synthe- 
sizing. Walter Scott Athearn, who directed the great Boston School 
Religious Education, warned 1930 that this modern materialistic age 
was producing 


naturalism religion and ethics which provides both soil 
and atmosphere which ethical culture programs 


Shelton Smith, Faith and Nurture (New York: 1941), 
There were, course, notable exceptions among some the more 
conservative groups the Southern Baptists, the Lutherans, and certain 
segments Northern Baptists, Southern Presbyterians and Disciples 
See Smith, Ibid., pp. 5-26. 


religious education can thrive. new morality seeking 
emerge the wave this revival eighteenth-century 
naturalistic humanism, Walter Preface 
Morals may serve scriptures for the new religion while 
Professor John Dewey's brilliant Gifford Lectures, The 
Quest for Certainty, may supply its systematic theology-- 
for attack theology needs theology back 
up."’ 


Dr. Athearn further commented: 


has therefore, come about that, the field reli- 
gious education the project method the name for tech- 
nique through which naturalistic humanism, the form 
ethical culture, seeks supplant the Evangelical faith ina 

ersonal God, Divine Christ, the Fatherhood God, and 
the brotherhood man, with human fraternity develop- 
ing biological organisms seeking changing satisfactions 
material universe which they are organic 


Dr. Athearn constantly stressed the importance theological and 
Biblical content. argued: gospel message without which 
there can Christian argued; pleaded; wrote 
and lectured; but avail. his obituary Religious 
1935 Dr. Harper, professor Religious Education Vanderbilt, 
wrote: last book, The Minister and the Teacher, might well have 
been Protest Against Present Trends Religious Education.’ 
protested, but purpose. The great leader and far-seeing initiator 
had lost step with the spirit the 


Our interest, however, the Christology the religious education 
movement. Perhaps the best way get picture the Christology which 
was current the thirties (at about the time that Athearn was speaking 
out for content consistent with personalistic philosophy, self-psychology, 
and the Bible) among the leaders the religious education movement 
survey Paul book, Objectives Religious Education, published 
Harpers 1930. Vieth, research director the International 
Council Religious Education, prepared this, not only Ph.D. thesis 
under Dean Weigle Yale, but also definitive statement objectives 
for the ICRE. Indoing so, surveyed the current literature written 
the ten leaders the field religious education (such men Athearn, 
Weigle, Richardson, Artman, Coe, Soares, Cope, Betts, etc.) see what 
they had written about the ultimate purposes religious education. What 
Vieth has say about the second objective quite revealing. This objec- 
tive concerning Jesus Christ and stated this way: 


develop growing persons such understanding 
and appreciation the personality, life, and teachings 
Jesus will lead experience him Savior and Lord, 


Athearn, The Minister and the Teacher (New York: The Cen- 
tury Company, 1932), 165. The quote this quotation from Edgar 
lecture entitled Newest 
Ibid., pp. 168, 169. 
26. 
Harper, Passing Two Religious Education, 
July, 1935, 


loyalty ‘to him and his cause, and manifest itself daily 
life and 


first glance, this appears quite conservative; but one must bear 
mind that the final statement the objective was Vieth and, undoubt- 
edly, partially-conservative constituency unconsciously influenced him 
his phrasing. get the real nature the Christology these men, 
let quote several statements from book. 


Vieth himself suggests: 


our interpretation Jesus Christ there are various 
strata facts and opinions. highly important that our 
teaching make proper distinction betweer facts and opin- 
ions, order that the pupil may build his interpretation 
adequate foundation. has right know what the 
life Jesus scientifically established, what nearly 
established, and what not supported fact.2 


Again Vieth that 


will well consider the Christ-objective largely 
from the standpoint the meaning Jesus present-day 
life and conduct, rather than from that dogmatic theories 
concerning his person. There practical unanimity 
opinion the moral perfection Jesus, and the effi- 
cacy his teaching meet present-day conditions. 


This shift emphasis. from intellectual interpretation 
Jesus one unity with him his moral purpose 
one primary significance.3 


example the liberal view Jesus, the following statement 
quoted from The Curriculum Religious Education: 


The experience Jesus represents the highest reach 
the its attainment ethical, social, and reli- 
gious values. may, therefore, accepted the norm 
religious experience those who are committed the 
Christian way life. lived his life the basis cer- 
tain assumptions. These were not only valid for his own 
experience; they are valid for all who would live 
lived. That historical subject-matter, therefore, the 
highest value that helps the learner discover the as- 
sumptions and convictions upon which lived his life and 
did his work, his interpretations the relations and func- 
tions life, and the motives that impelled him action.4 


These quotations are sufficient manifest the liberal thinking 
religious educational leaders regard Christ. The person Christ, 
his vicarious atonement, his eschatological and judgment utterances are 
interpreted not that which essential but that which ‘‘not 
supported Jesus God's revelation only general and 


Vieth, Objectives Religious Education (New York: Harper 
and Brothers, 1930), 

126. 

128. 

4Quoted Paul Vieth, Ibid., 134. 


| 


ethical sense; Saviour the ‘‘sense pointing the way new and 
better very real sense Jesus re-interpreted modern 
liberal churchman the twentieth century? 


This, then, was the Christology the religious educational movement 
generally the third and fourth decades our present century. Jesus 
was ethical teacher; noble character; the supreme educator; man 
who truly apprehended God; historical but not divine the technical sense 
the word. Their Christology was the Christology liberal Chris- 
Jesus the prophet new righteousness, based new 
conception the nature God and man's relation 


Though such liberalistic faith was firmly entrenched the Religious 
Education movement, and remained long after had waned theological 
circles, has finally been dislodged great degree. Religious educa- 
tion groping around for new foundation. Both Deweyistic procedure 
and liberalistic faith have suffered set-backs. Some the basic insights 
both are still being retained but the heart both procedure and faith 
are absent.3 Leading this move for the re-orientation religious edu- 
cation have been Shelton Smith, whose book, Faith and Nurture, was 
devastating blow liberal leaders, and Randolph Crump Miller, who has 
been addressing himself the current need theological basis reli- 
gious education. Others have followed the lead these two; but most 
our attention will focused upon Smith and Miller. 


Shelton Smith wrote Faith and Nurture 1941. Since was more 
less exploratory and largely negative and critical, will 
phethora Christological material. Dr. Smith, however, does set forth 
his belief that there doctrinal content Christian nurture (or reli- 
gious education). This doctrinal content, among other things, 
the Faith that God has revealed history, Jesus Christ, the ultimate 


meaning and destiny human The point emphasis here, 
Smith maintains, that 


history was given religious center Jesus Christ, the 
sense that historical events, both past and future, find their 
ultimate spiritual significance and through Christ. ...In 
this sense therefore, Christ the center history, Thus 
for the Christian consciousness Christ not way, but 
The Way; not truth but The Truth; not life, but The 
Life.5 


contrast “progressive nurture” tends deny that Christ ultimate 
(1) its emphasis the importance present and future with corres- 
ponding lack emphasis upon the past; (2) its very educational method, 
which the method experimental quest and denies that the past 
the center values; and (3) its the principle tentativeness 
for all conclusions and authorities. 


140. 

Scott, Significance Jesus for Modern Religion Light 
His Eschatological The American Journal Theology, 
(1914), (Quoted Shelton Smith, op. cit., 26. 

Interestingly, there corresponding trend away from 
secular education well. 

105. 

pp. 105, 106. 

6The Clue Education (Charles Scribners’ Sons, 


Biblical Theolo and Christian Education (Charles Sons, 
1956), and Education for Christian Living (Prentice Hall, 1956) 


q 
q 


Smith concludes his critique: 


Vital Christian nurture rooted faith that cannot 
accept unqualifiedly this provisional temper and process 
experimentalism. Christian nurture presupposes faith 
that goes deeper than mere faith 
sure, the Christian educator will accept truly scientific 
fact, and will not blindly assume that there nothing 
new found the human quest for truth. But also the 
Christian must not blind the fact that lives faith 
Christian revelation. The Christian teacher, there- 
fore, does not share his faith Christ with the child ina 
spirit absolute tentativeness, but the conviction that 
Christ God has spoken eternally valid word humanity. 


From positive standpoint, Christology, though not fully 
developed, not satisfactory Evangelicals. After his masterful 
critique the view Christ ultimate, says: 


saying that the Christian educator should present 
Christ the ultimate truth about human existence, there 
thought implying that any particular interpretation 
Jesus itself the absolute truth. For, the history 
the Christian movement, what Jesus Christ has meant 
human experience has been expressed many different 
forms thought. This process changing thought forms 
may expected continue concepts are kept 
vital relation religious experience. 


Thus, Christ may ultimate and surely revelation, but the 
Him Deity, Cosmic Lord, Savior, and Intercessor 
seen the New Testament Scriptures are but ‘‘thought-form expres- 
which will change with changing human experience, 


Randolph Crump Miller have real attempt correct the 
shallow theology religious education, three different books has 
emphasized the relevance theology Christian education.! Miller 
writes: 


Christian education involves point view, for itis 
particular kind education. not secular education 
with although the Christian can ignore secular in- 
sights only peril. Christian education concerned 
with the relevance revealed Christian truth. Theology, 
which the truth-about-God-in-relation-to-man, the 
determining factor the development philosophy 
and the nature the learners 


regard curriculum says: 


The center the curriculum two-fold relationship 
between God and the learner. The curriculum both God- 
centered and experience-centered, with theology standing 
behind the curriculum. The purpose Christian education 
bring the individual into the right with 


Miller, Education for Christian Living, 


God and his fellows within the fellowship the church and 
within the frame work the fundamental Christian truth 
about all 


Thus, Miller maintains that Gospel and that Christian 
education begins when are confronted with The center such 
education God not man, and the task the Christian educator 
bring individuals into the right relationship with the God Jesus Christ. 
This involves decision and involves Christian education intimately with 
evangelism. means that must confront every learner with Jesus 
Christ, that will put his trust God through Christ, and the 
power the Holy Spirit live disciple within the dynamic fel- 
lowship truly Christian 


This emphasis encouraging; however, the theology that Miller 
maintains must the and made relevant lives 
more Yale Neo-Orthodoxy than evangelical theology 
that recognizes the integrity and trustworthiness the inspired 


Dr. book, Biblical Theology and Christian Education, there 
given fairly well-developed outline Christology. this see that 
Christology which Miller believes relevant the current Christian 
educational task. 


Miller, the Bible contains the ‘‘drama Act 
Creation; Act Covenant; Act Christ; Act The Church; and 
Act the Consummation. The first two aspects the Drama prepare 
for Act which crucial. Here the Old Testament are taught that 
work history and that there element salvation within 
God’s historical Jesus Nazareth comes ‘‘in the fulness 
His life, death, and resurrection were acts God. need 
see that the important point what God has done and through 
This event’’ the total impact redeeming act upon all 
humankind. 


him are redeemed and reconciled and have experienced, through 
faith him, engrafting onto the body Christ, the Church. this com- 
munity faith participate the act communion which become 
heir the promises given Israel, for are the new 


This emphasis Saviorhood presupposes doctrine sin. 
Miller, sin rebellion against God, 


the demonic spirit disloyalty disobedience. Sin 
something that can take possession us, and cannot 
expel through our own powers. Man slave sin. 


53. 

54. 

4Dr. Miller has been Professor Christian Education Yale Divinity 
School since 1952. Prior that was professor Church Divinity 
School the Pacific. member the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 

5Biblical Theology and Christian Education, 83. 

84. 

cit. 


Not just individuals but the whole human race inextri- 
cably caught the rebellion against God, and this leads 
being separation from God.! 


Law and the threat punishment can never deter men from sin; they 
merely show the futility and wretchedness men they come re- 
cognition their true condition. God acts Christ--through death and 
bring about reconciliation. 


regard the cross and atonement, Miller writes: 


men meditated upon the cross and resurrection, they 
saw the complete uniting justice and love. The 
price their reconciliation was more than man could pay, 
and God paid it. The atonement meant that they were 
with God and their fellows. Various theories arose 
explaiu this atonement, the chief one for many centuries 
being the idea ransom, although Paul also wrote 
satisfaction, sacrifice, defeat sin, and perfect obedience, 
all which were metaphors and none which adequately 
explained the Mystery. The act itself was the significant 
thing, and was part the experience the early Church. 
The relationship between God and man had been restored 
because the impact Jesus Christ history.2 


But there ‘‘Christ-event’’ without historical person. There 
was genuine acted ina particular human being, who 
appeared history given time and about whom know good 
Here Miller breaks with neo-orthodoxy and its skepticism re- 
gard the humanity Christ. survey the sources, Miller says, 
Jesus history, normal, healthy, fully-human person. was 
limited his knowledge and was wrong his prophecy about the end 
the age.5 was different: his birth was different; his tempta- 
tions were greater; his mission was special; and say without sin 
because was consistently obedient the Father. 


conception Jesus’ deity quite refreshing light the 
liberal thought which was prevalent generation ago. says: 


was like but say that know and meet 
God because has acted creation and the covenant, 
and has revealed himself fully Jesus Christ. 


The deity Jesus God acting him. The totality 
impact man the full force the divine for- 
giveness, the revelation the God who seeks redeem 
mankind through all that does.6 


85. 
86. 
90. 
91. 
Cit. 

93. 


his attempt relate theology Christian education, Dr. Miller 
congratulated what has accomplished. The theology set forth 
vigorous and based the Bible. However, his Christological views, 
deity which God acting the human Jesus, human who was 
wrong, get rather conglomerate picture but not real 
personality. this any better than the the Christ 
Chalcedon and the ‘‘two against which liberalism reacted? The 
real error seems faulty understanding revelation. 
revelation comes only through events and acts and not through proposition 
inspired interpretation, then such figure presented 
Christology the result. 


The late Lewis Sherrill, before his death, made tremendous 
impact upon religious education. Professor and Dean Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary and later Professor Union helped in- 
fluence two generations students the field. Although was not the 
forefront the liberal movement religious education (he held view- 
point similar that Dr. Walter Athearn), has been only recent 
years that Dr. Sherrill has emphasized the importance theology reli- 
gious education. the preface his book, The Gift Power, said: 
Seriousness plight the modern world, and the new cur- 
rents Biblical and thought, are registering their impact 
the educational 


further states: 


Two convictions, implicit throughout the book, should 
made explicit the outset. One that the new philoso- 
phy Christian education must come the subject 
education from within the Jewish-Christian tradition, not 
from outside it. More specifically, must draw its 
inspiration from the peculiar genius the Christian com- 
munity and Christian faith rather than from any form 
secular society secular education. This does not mean 
that have nothing such sources, the 
contrary, very much learned, and shall repeat- 
edly acknowledge the debt. But the end the unique nature 
Christian education derives from the unique nature 
the Christian community and Christian faith. This the 
principal reason that the pages that follow, much 
attention given the subject 


light this avowed purpose and emphasis the book, what does 
Dr. Sherrill say about Christ? How does Christology enter the picture 
this new philosophy for Christian 


For Dr. Sherrill, Christ the Word God. Above all other media 
revelation, confronts man Jesus Christ. him disclosure 
himself man comes culmination. him human nature 
medium revelation and event medium revelation coalesce into 
one supreme Word God. Itis this which permits Paul say, ‘In him 
dwelleth all the fulness the Godhead Hence, the Word 
God. This means, says Sherrill, that the which God has 


Sherrill, The Struggle the Soul (New York: Macmillan, 
1955), 


xi. 
75. 


communicated not oracle, not proposition, not doctrine, but 


This life (the life Christ) the event which all other 
revelation must However, there are two foci his life 
which present the deepest perception God's Self-disclosure through 
Jesus Christ. These are his death and resurrection. Upon these two 
events the central message, the gospel, rests. Why? 


was because those men perceived what confronted 
them these two events. They understood that the death 
and the resurrection were not merely two real historical 
events, one tragedy and the other triumph, transpiring 
the body Jesus Christ. These two events were more than 
that. They were events which any man any time 
any place might participate and participating know him- 
self the love God and the power God other way... 
faith man participates both the death and the 
resurrection, not some remote event, but present 
moment redemption and re-creation his own 


The Church has understood from its inception that the death Christ 
bore double meaning; ‘‘it was judgment upon man, yet was sacrifice 
behalf Through its doctrine atonement, the Church 
through the centuries, has attempted interpret this 
Sherrill, Miller, the emphasis upon not upon 
for both hold that not information 


about God; what happens the encounter between God Self and 
man 


What shall say about contemporary Christology present-day 
religious education? (1) marked improvement light the shal- 
low Christology the religious educational movement generation 
ago. (2) emphasizes the basic truth that Christ more than man; 
is, sense, God. more than ethical teacher, God's Self- 
disclosure--the Word God. (3) However, fails satisfy the Evan- 
gelical, for presents view Christ that not harmony with the 
total Scriptural picture our Lord. The viewpoint Neo-Orthodoxy 
which has largely influenced current theology but partial portrait 
the Scriptural Christ. (4) reading these statements about Christ, 
written these three representative leaders,6 are conscious 
missing authority, his Lordship. Christ revela- 
tion, yet his teachings, prophecies and words may erroneous; God 
disclosed through the human Jesus, yet some his actions may well 
fallible. there not real difficulty interpretation here? But 
course, Neo-orthodoxy has always loved the paradox? 


conclusion, one might ask why survey the Christology current 
religious education. Why are anxious that there high Chris- 
tology underlying educational theory? Only high Christology and truly 
Biblical theology can function effectively the foundation successful 


Others, James Smart, Joseph Haroutuman, and Elmer 
Homrighausen are found the Neo-Orthodox camp well. 


cit. 
76. 
77. 
cit. 
Ibid., 78. 


program Christian education. Dr. Jesse Baden, writing about Billy 
Graham Christianity Today, said: 


(Billy Graham) has high Christology, for without 
that would very difficult, not impossible 
evangelist. all experience evangelism, have 
never known minister evangelist who was suc- 
cessful winner souls Christ and membership the 
Church, who did not have high Christology. man 
sinner, needs Saviour and Saviour who ‘‘can save 
the 


religious education, Only Person the New Testament Christ 
and Lord can adequately become the goal Christian nurture; only the 
Jesus the Scriptures can provide the ideals which can conduct; 
only the uplifted Savior can bring the regenerative effect into life 
order that ‘‘desirable may come about. 
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paper read the midwest regional meeting the S., 
April 1957, St. Paul, Minnesota 


INCREASING RESEARCH RESOURCES THROUGH LIBRARY 
COOPERATION: PLAN 


The purpose this paper acquaint you with aplan for cooperation 
between the libraries institutions represented the Evangelical 
Theological Society, midwest region. 


Through some simple activities the part these libraries, hope 
point out how our research resources may enlarged both number 
and scope. sure that those you who carry research will 
interested plan for making available, more readily, the materials 
your subject. 


library cooperation, have mind plan whereby E.T.S. libraries 
joint effort, share the selection and purchase periodicals and 
books predetermined areas and make these materials accessible 
through card catalogs and lists. The plan would also include making these 
materials available through interlibrary loan. 


Before explaining this plan detail, would like say that sucha 
plan not original with me, nor rare among academic libraries. 
Cooperative programs are presently operating the local and national 
levels. They have been born the realization that libraries, even some 
the wealthiest ones, cannot acquire everything, even single areas 
knowledge. 


You, with the librarians your institutions, know the vast numbers 
books and periodicals coming off the presses today, even the fields 
religion and philosophy. 


Ulrich's Periodical which does not list the ephemeral 
religious periodicals, notes three hundred and thirty religious periodicals 
and one hundred and forty philosophy periodicals. 


American book publishers alone printed 1,450 new titles 1957 


religions and philosophy. These book figures not cover new editions 
books from foreign presses. 


Though there are titles among this large number books and 
periodicals which would not value you, sure there are 
which you and your libraries would like purchase but cannot because 
the expense and library space involved. Also, some these titles are too 
costly specialized warrant their purchase single college 
seminary library. Many the foreign language books are this 
category. 


rely interlibrary loan for materials which your library does not 
have not always satisfactory for least two reasons. One, there the 
delay determining which library has the desired book. And two, the 
loaning library often cannot supply the book because reserve 
for some other reason. 


Therefore, because our libraries’ inability provide very little 
more than the minimum books and periodicals desired and the gener- 
ally unsatisfactory service interlibrary loan, bring this matter 
library cooperation your attention. If, your opinion, the plan has 
merit, would appreciate your discussing with the librarian your 
institution and would interested hear from you your library 
interested. 


The plan have mind could include the items which will now 
outline some detail. The first item is, however, the simplest and least 
expensive and would serve initial step, 


The cooperating libraries would prepare union list their 
periodical holdings the fields religion and philosophy. This list 
would simple alphabetical order title with appropriate abbrevia- 
tions indicating which library libraries have the periodical, the length 
the run, whether not being received currently, and its perma- 
nent form (bound microfilm). The list would similar purpose and 
format the Union List Periodicals. This list would reproduced 
and sent all participating libraries. Thus each library would have 
key the periodical holdings all other member libraries. 


The cooperative system would include the mechanics sending and 
receiving requests for member libraries’ periodicals. photocopy 
machines are available can made available, would simple 
matter reproduce the requested article for few pennies and eliminate 
the necessity mailing periodical volumes. 


obvious that the value this initial step exists only when 
requested periodical not given library but available another 
library through the union list. This leads the next step the plan. 


After proper consideration and consultation, the cooperating libraries 
could determine among themselves that each the member libraries 
would subscribe certain periodical periodical which none 
the other libraries subscribing currently. some cases the selection 
would specialized periodical, the German language for example. 
other words, would source which valuable but not readily 
available, and considering the space and expenses involved, not worth the 
use would accorded single library. 


The results the two steps just considered, depending upon the 


number the cooperating libraries, would considerably enlarge the peri- 
odical resources available both you and your students your research 
efforts. 


Books are the second type materials which could increased 
cooperative effort. While would require more effort and expense than 
periodicals, think worth the trouble. 


Basically the cooperative plan for books similar that for 
periodicals. That is, would include finding list plus cooperative 
acquisitions program. However, the type catalog for listing library 
holdings, the extent the information listed, and the manner which the 
information listed, dependent upon many factors that does 
not seem profitable recommend any one plan detail this paper. 
However, illustrate how such plan could work, would like cite one 
method which, with necessary modification, could adopted. 


single card catalog, similar the card catalogs found each 
your libraries would set centrally located member All 
books all member libraries relating religion and philosophy would 
represented this union catalog author card only. The cards would 
filed alphabetically author. Each card would have written the 
symbol abbreviation many libraries have the book. would, 
course, kept date. Thus the central union catalog would repre- 
sent the holdings all member libraries religion and philosophy. 


Libraries which are not able locate requested book their stacks 
could fill out and send prepared form the library which has the union 
catalog, which turn would forward the request the institution which 
has the book. The book would then sent the requesting library. 


The use photocopy machine make the original union catalog 
and then duplicate several times would make possible place union 
catalog all member libraries. This move would cut down the time 
involved locating desired book. 


The advantages pooling resources would multiplied similar 
course were followed the case periodicals. That is, each 
library agreed make special effort watch for and select books 
predetermined area. For example, current German books the area 
criticism. The choice area should correspond, course, with 
the emphasis the particular school. Not all subject areas religion 
could covered, nor the case foreign language books. But not 
the purpose this cooperative effort completely cover the field. This 
impossible with the resources hand. the purpose, however, 
increase our coverage with relatively little effort and expense. 


Some you have noticed now that have entirely ignored the 
objections such program have outlined. has been done pur- 
posely for two reasons; (1) not possible explore this area the 
time hand, and more important, (2) most,if not all these objections have 


been met and discarded resolved the cooperative programs now 
operation. 


believe would waste neglect ignore the possibilities and 
advantages pooling our resources, especially the institutions repre- 
sented here have common interest religious literature and the 
purpose making available the finest possible training their students. 
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Dues and doctrinal affirmations and back-orders publications, the 


treasurer. 


Editorial policy and procedure, the editor. 


the managing editor. 


Regional the respective section chairmen. 


limited number the following publications are still available: 


Papers read the 1956 Annual Meeting $3.00 ($1.50) 


(The above are mimeographed, paper bound) 


Symposium E.T.S. members, John Walvoord, editor, 
Inspiration and interpretation, 1957 $4.50 ($3.00) 


Monograph #1, Paul Jewett, 


Monograph #2, Merrill Unger, 
Israel and the Arameans Damascus, 1957 $6.00 ($1.54) 


(The above are cloth bound, printed volumes) 


Orders should accompanied the proper remittance and sent the 
treasurer: 


Dr. Delbert Rose 
307 St. 
Wilmore, Ky. 


*Prices parentheses are those for members, associates, and student 
associates.of the Evangelical Theological Society. 
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